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Overview 

In 1994, 179 United Nations member states met in Cairo at the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) and reached an historic consensus on approaches to some of the world’s most pressing problems: spreading poverty, women’s second-class status and rapid population growth. The Programme of Action was a pledge by all 179 countries to address these problems to invest US $17.5 billion in education, family planning and reproductive health care, primarily for women. 

The commitment signaled a profound change from old approaches that had emphasized numbers and demographic targets. The new approach reflected a new attitude that recognized women’s central role in development and that taking the needs of individual women and men into account would help economic development programs to succeed.

Ten years later, what has changed? In some ways, much is different. In other ways, little is new. A great deal remains to be done. In all ways, the ICPD Programme of Action remains crucial to the concerns, hopes and dreams of millions of people around the world.

· In 1994, the world’s population was growing at 93 million people per year ―177 per minute. Today, the rate of growth has slowed considerably ―to 77 million per year. This is a triumph of family planning, but because half the people on earth are under 25, global population continues to grow at a rapid rate – more than two people per second. 

· In 1994, HIV/AIDS was causing alarm, but it had not yet become a global pandemic that devastated entire countries. Since the early 1980’s, 28 million people worldwide have died of AIDS. Forty million people are living with the virus today. Every minute, ten more people are infected. 

· In 1994, the international community first recognized reproductive rights as human rights. Today, reproductive rights are central to development policy, health care and post-conflict reconstruction.

· In 1994, September 11 was simply a date on the calendar. Today, the specter of terrorism demands public attention and defense resources worldwide.

· In 1994, some 100 million people had left their countries in search of better jobs or safety from political turmoil. Today, more than 175 million people ―almost 3 percent of world population ―are living outside their native countries.
 Twenty million of these people are refugees or displaced.

· In 1994, only a few governments, specifically the Asian Tigers, had begun to reap the economic benefits of their investments in education, health care and youth, particularly for women. Today, several other nations including Mexico, Sri Lanka, and Tunisia have seized the “demographic window of opportunity” and are poised to make great economic strides.

This kit is a snapshot of changes since 1994 on key issues of the ICPD Programme of Action. The focus is on the key ICPD finding that attention to the reproductive health needs and education of individuals, especially women, is central to solving problems of growth and development.

Kit contents:

Women’s Rights

HIV/AIDS

From Family Planning to Sexual and Reproductive Health Care

The “Birth Dearth” Distraction

Safe Motherhood

Adolescence and Youth

The U.S. Scorecard

Keeping the ICPD Promises
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