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ICPD at Ten: Where Are We Now?

A Report Card on Sexual & Reproductive Health & Rights

· In marking the tenth anniversary of the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD), the Global Roundtable organisers are releasing a report card, which assesses where the world stands in reaching the goals set at the 1994 ICPD.
· The Report Card uses the most recent reliable consistent data to show where 133 countries are now on a range of reproductive health and development indicators.
The Analysis

· The Report Card lists the standing of 133 countries (97 developing and 36 developed) with populations of one million or more people (representing 95 percent of the world’s population) on 13 indicators of reproductive health and development, all ICPD goals, and places them in one of five risk categories.
· The Report Card then uses a subset of these indicators to rank 62 of these countries for which there was adequate data on progress made over the past decade. The seven indicators used to measure progress are: 
· The female secondary school gross enrolment rate; 

· The ratio of female secondary school gross enrolment rate to male secondary school gross enrolment rate; 

· The percent of births attended by skilled personnel; 

· Infant mortality rate—the rate of children dying before their first birthdays; 

· Contraceptive prevalence—the percentage of currently married women using any method of contraception; 

· The total unmet need for family planning; and 

· Adolescent fertility. 

Summary of Major Findings

· Significant progress has been made toward some ICPD goals in many countries —especially in girls’ education and expanding access to family planning — but enormous obstacles remain.
· Donor funding for sexual and reproductive health programmes still falls far short of what is needed to fulfill the Programme of Action.
· The need remains urgent to improve access to family planning services, to improve maternal and child health, to enhance women’s status, and to slow the spread of HIV/AIDS.

Areas of Greatest Progress 


Family Planning

· More couples want, can get, and are using, contraceptives. The number of couples with unmet need for contraception is declining as contraceptive use if increasing – with the greatest increases in sub-Saharan Africa and Latin America. 
· However, millions of couples still want to space their children and cannot get access to contraception. Roughly 123 million couples (or one in six) in the developing world and former Soviet states have an unmet need for effective methods of contraception, which means they are sexually active, not using contraception and state that they do not want to become pregnant.
· Young women aged 15 to 24 account for one-third of this unmet need.
Girls’ Education
· Worldwide, more boys attend secondary school than girls, but girls are catching up in many places. 
· Significant progress has been made in all regions in raising the enrolment rates of girls in school, with a few countries seeing increases of more than 10 percent on average each year. 

· Every year of education reduces the likelihood that a girl will bear a child in her teens or live in poverty.

Women in Positions of Power

· Roughly 80 percent of countries have witnessed an increase in the share of parliamentary seats held by women.
· However, women remain far underrepresented in these decision-making bodies.
· In 2003, only 15 percent of national parliamentary seats were held by women.

· Women in northern and western Europe, along with Argentina, Costa Rica and Cuba, enjoy the highest shares of seats – with rates of 30 to 45 percent. 

· The United States, United Kingdom, and Japan trail the industrialized world with less than 18 percent.

Areas of Little or No Progress


Teen pregnancy rates remain high 

· High proportions of teens are still giving birth. Since 1994, average fertility rates among both married and unmarried adolescents have remained practically constant. 

· Teen birthrates are highest in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Angola, Liberia, Niger, Somalia, and Sierra Leone, where more than one in five girls aged 15 to 19 give birth each year.
· In the United Kingdom, one in 40 teens give birth each year — the highest rate in Europe.

· In the United States, it is one in 19 — the highest rate among wealthy industrialized countries. 

· The lowest rates of adolescent pregnancy are in North Korea, South Korea, Japan, China, and the Netherlands, where fewer than one in 200 girls give birth annually.
Mothers are still dying — one every minute

· Only marginal progress has been made worldwide in saving mothers from largely preventable deaths in complications of pregnancy and childbirth.
· Each year more than 525,000 women die from complications of pregnancy or delivery — almost all of them of in the developing world. 

Unsafe abortion remains a major public health concern.

· The past decade has seen a general liberalization of abortion laws, yet one in every ten pregnancies still ends in unsafe abortion — about 19 million each year. 
· A woman dies every seven minutes — nearly 70,000 each year — from unsafe abortion. 
· In Africa, one in every 150 abortions leads to death, compared to one in every 85,000 procedures in the developed world.
AIDS remains one of the leading killers of our time.

· Since 1994, the HIV/AIDS pandemic has spread worldwide, with 14,000 people now becoming newly infected every day. While some countries have succeeded in limiting its spread, the global response overall has been inadequate. 
· Young women are increasingly bearing the brunt of the disease. For example, girls in sub-Saharan Africa are 2 ½ more times more likely to be infected with HIV than boys their age.

Barriers to Progress

Growing Shortfall of Supplies

· Many clinics throughout the world still experience “stock-outs” – zero supplies of contraceptives, safe motherhood kits, or other reproductive health essentials. The shortfall is acute and growing. 
· Supply efforts suffer from lack of funding, poor coordination by donors and logistical complications.

· By 2015, the gap between the need for supplies, and the funding available for them, is expected to reach hundreds of millions of dollars.

Donors Are Falling Behind

· Donor support for sexual and reproductive health programmes rose from US$1.3 billion in 1993 to $2.5 billion ($2.1 billion in constant 1993 dollars) in 2001 — but this is less than half of what was needed. In the ICPD Programme of Action, donors had pledged to provide $5.8 billion per year by that time.

· UNFPA estimates that another US$7 billion was allocated from public and private national (domestic) sources for population activities in 2001, but the reliability of that estimate is uncertain.
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