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DO PARLIAMENTARIANS MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

Strasbourg, France, 18 October 2004 – A global Parliamentarians’ Conference on the Implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action began today in Strasbourg, France. Parliamentarians and government ministers from 90 countries are assessing progress in promoting universal access to reproductive health care and reducing maternal death by 2015. The two-day conference is hosted by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and organized by the Inter-European Parliamentary Forum on Population and Development (IEPFPD) and UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund. 

Parliamentarians from all regions have taken initiatives to support the ICPD agenda and to speed up its implementation since the first International Parliamentarians’ conference on ICPD Implementation in Ottawa in 2002:

· The Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and Development (AFPPD), the oldest of the Parliamentarian groups, has successfully mobilized resources for UNFPA and IPPF from Japan and Australia. 

· Renewed legislation on reproductive health and population has been developed in Cambodia, Viet nam, Indonesia, the Philippines, Viet nam and India. 

· Legislation on the elimination of violence against women has been approved in Cambodia, Viet nam, the Philippines, Mongolia an Fiji. 

· Special legislation on HIV/AIDS has been approved in Cambodia, Thailand, Indonesia, the Philippines and Papua New Guinea. 

African and Arab Parliamentarians, organized in the Forum of African and Arab Parliamentarians on Population and Development (FAAPPD), have substantially stepped up their participation and involvement in population and development programs:

· Nearly all Parliaments in the region have put HIV/AIDS high on the agenda. Many have created special Parliamentary Committees  on HIV/AIDS.

· The West African Chapter of the Forum has, in collaboration with several partners (including NGOs), adopted a Model Law Framework on HIV/AIDS.

· Political commitment of Parliamentarians in several African and Arab countries have increased after the pronouncement of the Ottawa Declaration. 

· Parliamentarians in several countries have been pledging the allocation of more resources to reproductive health issues. 

IEPFPD, the Inter European Forum on Population and Development has member parliamentary groups on population, development and sexual and reproductive health in over 22 European countries and works with over 500 parliamentarians around Europe: 

· The European Parliament Working Group on Population, Sustainable Development and Reproductive Health, with the support of MSI, acts as the watch on EU development policy ensuring strong and continued support for EU Population and HIV/AIDS funding.
· Following a field trip to Morocco, the Belgian Parliamentary Group on Population and Development, with the support of Sensoa, increased funding to UNFPA by over 30%. The Irish All-Party Group on Population and Development with the Irish FPA successfully increased funding to UNFPA by 38% in one year. 

· The UK All-Party Parliamentary Group on Population, Development and Reproductive Health and the Austrian Parliamentary Group on Reproductive Health both held Parliamentary Hearings on FGM, bringing about a change in the national laws and polices in each country. IEPFPD Member, the French National Assembly Delegation on Equality, led the reform of the French abortion law in 2002. 

Since the 2002 International Conference of Parliamentarians on the Implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action, parliamentarians from the Americas have been actively involved following up on the Ottawa Commitment, supported by the Inter-American Parliamentary Group on Population and Development (IAPG)in the following events: 

· Mexico, January 2004: the Mexican Secretary of Health released a resolution updating the Official Mexican Norm for family planning services, which facilitates Mexican women’s access to emergency contraception and the female condom. In Peru there was a public hearing on this issue. In Chile the Ministry of Health approved a similar reproductive health Norm which includes the provision of emergency contraception (EC). Brazil also approved the use of EC, as well as a norm for the treatment and protection in the area of violence against women, and the incorporation of domestic violence in the Brazilian Penal Code. Another important legislative development was the approval in Chile of a law regulating divorce.

· Another significant development since the Ottawa Conference was the key participation of parliamentarians at the ECLAC meetings. In these meetings, delegates from 40 countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, North America and Europe, approved declarations reaffirming each country’s commitments to the ICPD Programme of Action. The parliamentarians also adopted separate declarations reaffirming the Cairo Programme of Action.

· Argentina approved a law that guarantees access to sexual and reproductive health information and services, and promotes adolescents´ reproductive health.  In 2004 the Bolivian Congress approved a reproductive health law which is currently being reconsidered after it was returned to Congress for further discussion.

· In June 2004, parliamentarians from the English and Dutch speaking Caribbean adopted the Port of Spain Parliamentary Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS at the meeting organized by UNFPA and IAPG titled: Leadership as a vital tool against HIV/AIDS.  Parliamentarians from 9 countries in the region committed themselves to implement key actions to fight the AIDS pandemic. 

THEY DO……………..
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