September 13, 2005

SENT VIA FAX AND COURIER
The Honorable Condoleezza Rice

Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street, NW

Washington, D.C.  20520
Dear Madame Secretary,

In the wake of Hurricane Katrina, the world is asking whether the Bush administration has commitment problems.  President Bush called our government’s initial response “unacceptable,” and has pledged help for the desperate evacuees.  But many of them were desperate and poor long before the storm hit. The United Nations World Summit this week in New York offers you the chance to demonstrate the reality of your administration’s commitment not just to the poor of the Gulf Coast, but to the poor of the world.

The purpose of the Summit, as you know, is to set out concrete obligations among UN member states for investments, institutional change and national actions that will ensure progress toward the Millennium Development Goals.  The broader purpose of the MDGs themselves is to eradicate poverty.  President Bush has repeatedly reaffirmed U.S. commitment to the MDGs, most recently at the June G-8 Summit in Scotland. Yet the hundreds of changes your government has proposed to the draft Summit outcome document through UN ambassador John Bolton would delete nearly every concrete obligation in it. This has been seen, correctly in our view, as a drastic step backward that would halt even current meager global progress toward the MDGs.

We were encouraged by Ambassador Bolton’s compromise proposal on three of the most serious areas of concern. Support for references to the MDGs recognizes the strength of a concept that has caught the world’s imagination as the first comprehensive list of what is needed to eradicate world poverty. Acknowledging other countries’ determination to reach the goal of investing 0.7 percent of GNI in international assistance conveys at least admiration for the objective. And recognizing that other nations are working to observe the Kyoto protocol does not commit the United States to such an observance.  

That, in our view, is just the trouble. Is the current U.S. government truly one of compassionate conservatism, dedicated to promoting human well-being and alleviating suffering, or does it only assert this when it does not actually have to commit to action? Just as this Administration counsels individuals to take responsibility for their lives and their communities, the United States must accept its national and international responsibilities and stop trying to pass the buck.  Poverty in the U.S—as we saw in the tragic news footage from Katrina—and across the globe has a female face.  We urge you to transform rhetoric into reality this week by making concrete commitments not only to women, but to all people, in the following areas:

· Reaffirming the full and effective implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action.  This was agreed upon by this Administration less than six months ago at the Commission on the Status of Women--reversing that commitment now is extremely troubling.
· Protecting the human rights of women and girls by ratifying CEDAW, and ensuring that efforts to promote girls education, address gender-based violence, and secure women’s economic rights are fully funded, complete with time-bound commitments;

· Providing universal access to reproductive and sexual health care and services at home and abroad, and making good on commitments to comprehensive HIV prevention and treatment in U.S. global AIDS funding, and by fully funding the Global Fund for HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria;

· Supporting a fully-funded Peace Building Commission that ensures women’s participation in the entire spectrum of conflict-related work, preventive as well as post-conflict ;

· Embracing the international community’s Responsibility to Protect to avert genocide and ethnic cleansing;

· Affirming a commitment to nuclear disarmament and strengthening controls on small arms and light weapons.

Women’s organizations including ours are mobilized and will be watching the Summit meeting closely. We sincerely hope we can count on your leadership in this critical work.
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